PUTTING THE PAST BEHIND

(Keys to stopping our past failures from ruining our future)

1) WE MUST CHOOSE TO PUT THE PAST BEHIND
i) We must REFUSE to dwell on our past failures

ii) We must refuse to have pity parties

iii) We must stop justifying our present circumstances by blaming our past injustices
iv) WE MUST SIMPLY GET UP AND CHOOSE TO MAKE OUR LIVES COUNT FROM NOW ON
“Do not remember the former things, Nor consider the things of old.  Behold, I will do a new thing, Now it shall spring forth; Shall you not know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”  (Isaiah 43:18-19)

“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 3:12-14)
2) KNOW THAT JESUS GIVES US A FUTURE
God can and will redeem our lives (Even from the deepest pit)
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”   (Psalm 103:2-5)

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold all things have become new.”  (2 Cor. 5:17)

God wants to have a loving relationship with all of us

3) THE POWER OF RECONCILIATION AND FORGIVENESS
  To be FREE to move on in life we need to FORGIVE

· OTHERS who have hurt us, and

· OURSELVES

   FORGIVENESS IS:   

-  A choice

· Liberating, and leads to

· Reconciliation and healing in our lives
The apostle Paul said to the Corinth Church:

“Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive.  For if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your sakes in the presence of Christ, lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.”  (2 Corinthians 2:10-11)

The Bible says much about the damaging consequences of people not forgiving others

“Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord; looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;” (Hebrews 12:14-15)

4) WE NEED TO HAVE A VISION FOR LIFE
“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint;” (Proverbs 29:18)
“When people do not accept divine guidance, they run wild.”             (Proverbs 29:18) New Living translation

The Bible also says, “There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.”  (Proverbs 16:25)
WE NEED TO HAVE A FOCUS IN LIFE

WE NEED TO KNOW ‘GOD’S PLAN’ FOR OUR LIFE

The Lord said to the Prophet Habakkuk, “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.”  (Habakkuk 2:2a)
HAVING A VISION ENABLES US TO PLAN FOR THE FUTURE.

FOCUS AND COMMITMENT ARE TWO KEYS TO FULFILLING YOUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY
5) CHOOSE YOUR FRIENDS WISELY 

WE NEED FRIENDS WHO ARE:

· FAITHFUL (GENUINE) FRIENDS

· GODLY FRIENDS

· ENCOURAGING FRIENDS

· NOT CRITICAL AND NEGATIVE BUT PEOPLE OF VISION
“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.”  (Proverbs 12:26)

“He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed.”  (Proverbs 13:20)

“Make no friendship with an angry man, and with a furious man do not go, lest you learn his ways and set a snare for your soul.” 

(Proverbs 22:24-25)

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.”   (Proverbs 17:17)

Friendship is at its best, not in prosperity, but in time of trouble 

CHOOSING RIGHT FRIENDS WILL HELP YOU TO HAVE A FULFILLED FUTURE

GENUINE FRIENDS MAKE LIFE MUCH MORE RICHER

“A man who has friends must himself be friendly…” (Prov. 18:24) 

6) FILL YOUR MIND WITH GOD’S WORD (It’s the TRUTH)
WE NEED TO KNOW WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT OUR FUTURE, HIS LOVE FOR US AND HIS FAITHFULNESS
Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  (John 8:31a-32) 

GOD HAS THE BEST PLAN FOR OUR LIFE

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give; you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)

The Lord said to the Prophet Jeremiah when he was in prison, “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)

GOD IS ABLE TO MEET ALL OF OUR NEEDS

The Apostle Paul wrote, “And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4:19)

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”    (Ephesians 3:20)

GOD NEVER REJECTS THOSE WHO LOVE HIM

For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”

(Hebrews 13:5a)

7) ALLOW THE LORD TO UNFOLD YOUR FUTURE
GOD KNOWS WHAT IS BEST FOR US

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord.  “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

GOD GUIDES US WHEN WE COMMIT OUR PLANS TO HIM

“Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.”  (Proverbs 16:3)

“Commit your way to the Lord, TRUST also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.”  (Psalm 37:5)

GOD WILL DIRECT OUR STEPS

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He delights in his way.  Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; For the Lord upholds him with His hand.”  (Psalm 37:23-24)

8) DELIGHT YOURSELF IN THE LORD  (Be a worshipper)
GOD INHABITS THE PRAISES OF OUR WORSHIP

IN GOD’S PRESENCE:

i) We experience fullness of joy (Psalm 16:11)
ii) Our strength is renewed. He gives power to the weak (Isaiah 40:29-31)
iii) We receive emotional healing (Jesus came to bind up the broken hearted)

iv) We receive revelation and guidance from God,  (Psalm 32:8)
v) We experience His unconditional love, and 

vi) We begin to become more like Jesus (We have more of His compassion)

“You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You.  Trust in the Lord forever, for in YAH, the Lord, is everlasting strength.  (Isaiah 26:3-4)

9) CONTINUALLY TRUST IN GOD’S FAITHFULNESS
“Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!

(Psalm 34:8)    

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”

(Jeremiah 17:7-8)

We have a God WHO ANSWERS OUR PRAYERS

Jesus said, …“Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into then sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.”  (Mark 11:22-23)
“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”  (Mark 11:24)

“And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.”             (John 14:13-14)

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.”           (1 John 5:14-15) 

10) INVEST YOUR LIFE FOR OTHERS (John12:24-26)   
· THE ANSWER FOR DEPRESSION (Taking our eyes off me myself and I)
· IT STOPS US FROM HAVING REGRETS OVER OUR PAST FAILURES 

· IT TRULY IS MORE BLESSED TO GIVE THAN RECEIVE

· LIVING FOR GOD AND OTHERS LEADS TO ABUNDANT LIFE
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